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IAS BULLETIN
NEWSLETTER OF THE IOWA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
Iowa Academy of Science
114th Annual Meeting Preview
Here is a preview of the General Sessions for the 114th Annual Meeting of the Iowa Academy of Science. Plan to
attend and bring a colleague or two as well as students!
General Session I
A change of format is planned for Friday morning's general session. We will have a three-hour symposium on stem
cell research , which will examine the science, ethics and public policy issues surrounding this vitally important scientific
effort. Arranged by Dr. Lisa Beltz, University of Northern Iowa Biology Department cell biologist and chair of the
Cellular, Molecular, and Microbiology Section , the session will consist of individual presentations, a discussion among
presenters and a Q&A wrap up. Presenters will include Dr. Iqbal Ahmad , stem cell researcher at the University of
Nebraska School of Medicine, Dr. Roger Williamson , Geneticist at the University of Iowa School of Medicine and Dr.
Robert Weir, Ethicist at the University of Iowa.
General Session II
Following the President's Banquet, General Session II will feature Dr. Sue Savage-Rumbaugh , Research Professor of
Biology at Georgia State University and the Language Research Center. Dr. Savage-Rumbaugh is internationally
know for her work at the Language Research Center, a world-renowned primate research facility. The specific title for
Dr. Savage-Rumbaugh's presentation, while not yet firm , is expected to relate to biological and behavioral determinants of language development.
General Session Ill
Saturday morning, internationally known anthropologist, Dr. Nicholas Toth will be the presenter for General Session Ill.
Dr. Toth with his wife, Dr. Kathy Schick, are co-directors of the Center for Research into the Anthropological
Foundations of Technology (CRAFT) at Indiana University. The CRAFT Research Center is directed toward investigating the archaeological origins and evolution of human technology over the past three million years. Dr. Toth , with his
wife , has written the book "Making Silent Stones speak: Human Evolution and the Dawn of Technology" which will be
the basis of his General Session Ill presentation .
Symposium on Bioterrorism
The Societal Issues Committee is sponsoring a symposium on Bioterrorism on Saturday after the noon luncheon. The
present structure of this valuable symposium consists of a historic overview of biological and chemical warfare, agents
of biological warfare and public health, military applications of biological warfare and agricultural concerns with bioterrorism . The Societal Issues Committee, under the leadership of Dr. James Hollenbeck, Iowa Wesleyan College, is still
working on the details for the symposium .
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Why all Iowa scientists should consider membership in the Iowa Academy of Science
Think Globally, Act Locally!

This is the mantra that has been used for a number of years by environmentalists as they seek to affect environmental change. The implication is that changes at the local level are more successfully accomplished and these
can influence global change as well. This statement has meaning for scientists who work in Iowa, even if their work
is not Iowa-bound.
Think Globally, Work Locally!

The ability to have greatest effect in one's work is dependent upon the conditions under which the work is being
accomplished. Research in physics and chemistry obviously is not "bound" to Iowa and, for that matter, neither is
much of that done by many other scientists who live and work in Iowa. Yet the condition under which all Iowa scientists conduct their research most certainly is tied to Iowa. The public's perception of the importance of science
and scientific research is a critical factor in determining their willingness to provide optimum conditions for Iowa's
scientists, especially those in publicly funded institutions.
How can membership in the Iowa Academy of Science help this situation?

One measure of the effectiveness of an organization is the size and activity of its membership. Of course, the number of members affects the size of the budget which, combined with membership activity, allows the organization
to more effectively accomplish its objectives. The objectives of the Iowa Academy of Science, are the promotion
of interest in the sciences, in scientific research, improvement of instruction in the sciences, the dissemination of
scientific knowledge, and the recognition of high achievement in attaining these objectives in the State of Iowa.
In order to construct and maintain a healthy atmosphere in the sciences, it is important and necessary to have:
• A strong, professional, scientific association within the state able to promote interests of all scientists on matters
that relate to the condition of science and science education within the state.
• Adequate funding for doing science in our colleges and universities
• Solid relationships between members of the Iowa scientific establishment in academia, government and industry
• Financial and moral support for the science teachers of the state to insure that they are prepared and that they
are unhindered in teaching about science in their classrooms
Approach a colleague with this information. *Membership forms can be obtained by contacting the Academy office
(319) 273-2021 or jane.vanderlinden@uni.edu .

Membership Committee Swings into Action

Three New Sections Added

After a few years of inactivity, the IAS Membership
Committee is moving with speed and direction to increase
the Academy's membership. In their first meeting, they
recognized the need to reach out again to agency and
industry scientists as well as to work within the academic
community . The committee, chaired by Barbara Berquam
with Bill Desmarais as Board Liaison, c onsists of Bill Reece,
Pat Shier, Jeff Parmelee, Deb Lewis and Chuc k Wunder.

In response to petitions to establish new sections, the IAS Board of Directors has voted to
add the Community College Biologists Section,
the Environmental Science & H ealth Section,
and the College Science Teachin g Section to the
total array of Academ y Sections. There are,
now, a total of twenty sections serving the
varying interests of scienti sts and science educa tors in the state.

Membership has been gro wing over the past se veral
years . Yet, it is c lear that a more signific ant growth is
important to the vitality of o ur professional organization
and its ability to fulfill its mission to pro mote sc ie nc e, sc ience educ atio n and scienc e in the public 's inte rest and
to recognize high achievement in these areas.

The Community College Biologists Section w ill
have a business meetin g at the Annu al
Meeting on Saturd ay. Bo th the College Science
Teaching and Environm ental Science & H ealth
Secti ons w ill hold paper sessions on Frid ay.
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Jesse A. Parish Memorial status

Governor's Support of ISF

The sale of the Parish Farm was completed in
December 2000 with the property being jointly purchased by Scott Schildroth and Evans Farms, Inc.
The latter is the corporation belonging to former
Representative Cooper Evans and his wife. It will
be farmed by the Schildroths, as has been the
case for many years. The Agnew/Henricksen
Group (Merril l Lynch) of Moline, Ill was selected
by the Finance Committee and approved by the
Board of Directors to be the group to manage the
fu nds resulting from the sale. The investment is
known as the Jesse A. Parish Memorial endowment and , in keeping with Dr. Parish's wishes, will
be used to support the Academy. The principal
has been designation as encumbered , only the
dividends to be used for Academy support. Any
unused portion of dividends will be added to the
principal to allow growth.

Governor Vilsack has offered to support the Academy's effort to
increase the Iowa Science Foundation funding through private
sources. Through a series of email messages and telephone
calls between the Governor's staff and the Academy office, we
have developed a letter to be sent by the Governor requesting
funds from a list of corporate groups in the state. The office
developed a mailing list, from a preexisting Finance Committee
list and the Iowa Manufacturer's Register. This material has
been sent to the Governor's office for comment and action.

The investment with Merrill Lynch is in the Private
Client Group and was initiated in July 2001 . Prior
to the investment with Merrill Lynch the funds had
been in a CD and a money management fund
earning about $12 ,000. Of course , the markets
turned downward and our accounts, though well
managed , went down as well. In November, the
accounts had been restored to their initial amount
of investment and had a very modest earning as
well. Expectations for continued growth are considered good , but in no way equal to the growth
seen in the 1990s. The funds are being managed
under the Board guidelines of "moderately aggressive."
After the sale of the farm , the Academy still had
income from the 2000 harvest. Some of the crop
had been sold , but some was in storage either
with the local Co-op or on the Schildroth farm.
That which was at the Co-op was being stored at
two cents per bushel per month. With commercial
corn prices depressed, the farm management corporation advised that we hold on sale until early to
mid summer. In investigating the opinion of others
in the field , the prevailing expectation was that
prices were as good as they would get in the early
spring 2001 and sale was best at that time. The
manager was instructed to sell when the prices
went back to $1 .90 per bushel which it did for a
brief time before going back down. By selling in
the spring , we got a better price and saved the
cost of storage for several months. At the time of
this writing, the price of corn was still below our
selling price as was that of beans.
Commodities sales funds are being maintained in
a money management account for growth and
easy access when needed to maintain cash flow
for the Academy checking account.

This process is being fit between the ongoing legislative session
and the coming election campaign, so timing for getting out the
mailing is somewhat uncertain. However, this is the first time
the Governor's office has been involved in the ISF fund since it
was established in 1984. At that time it was expected that the
funds from the legislative appropriation would be supplemented
by private sources.
Hopefully, by next year, the Iowa Science Foundation will be a
larger and more attractive funding source for Iowa's scientists
and science teachers.

Executive Director Search Update
The ongoing sea rch for a new Executive Director is nearing the
interview process. At present, there have been five solid inquiries,
resulting in the receipt of application materials from four persons
and a promise of the fifth application. Three applications were
generated by a placement in the Chronicle for Higher Education's
website service. We found that th is was an inexpensive way to
address a wide population.
The IAS Board at its February meeting, expressed the desire to be
able to complete the interview process and have made a selection
prior to the Annual Meeting so the newly selected person could participate in the operational phases of the meeting and be introduced
to the members in attendance.

State Academy of Science Journals
State Academies of Science Abstracts (SASA) is, again, being made available fo r free use by all members of the state academies o f science in the
Uni ted States. SASA includes all science disciplines, all state academies
of science th at publish a journal, with the exceptio n o f the ew York
Academy of Science. This database includes more years of coverage
than any other electronic database - more tha n fi fty years of back journals fo r some states.
To access SASA and conduct a search, go to:
http: // acadsci.marshalJ .edu:8765
user name: acadsci
passwo rd: falJabstrac ts
domain (if requested): muacadsci
Nonmembers wishing to access this site should be encouraged to contact their science li brarian about subscribing to SASA. The online database is available thro ugh E BSCO and PALI NET. A productio n database accessible by IP address is reserved fo r subscribers.
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Academy Audit
At the October IAS Board Meeting, the Board approved the expenditure of up to $2,500 to conduct an
audit of the Academy funds . This has been under consideration for at least three years, but has been
held until the restructuring of the accounting system was complete. Also, there has been considerable
discussion about doing an audit or a budget review. Audits are very thorough , but also quite expensive.
So far as records show, the last budget review was done in 1973. It was thought by some to have been
an audit, but upon examination of the report, it was not. There have been in-house reviews by the
Finance Committee more recently.
The Academy's audit began on the weekend, which included Martin Luther King , Jr's Holiday with the
auditor's working the entire time. Preparation had been made in advance for their coming with boxes of
documentation available for them to go through. They would frequently request other supportive information as they worked. We quickly learned that thoroughness was to be the watchword.
Because both are employed elsewhere, their work will be done sporadically over the next few weeks
with completion expected by mid March. One has worked as a CPA for Berg and Paulson and is
presently employed by UNI to manage the new accounting system and reporting responsibilities to the
Regents. The other is a long time employee of Honeywell in their auditing department. He has traveled all over the world doing audits for Honeywell. We have been quite fortunate to obtain the services
of these two people for what can only be described as "token" payment for services.
In a recent conversation , it was made clear that the audit was going well and that it was most reasonable to expect a very good report.

Suggestions Wanted
The Iowa Academy of Science has been evolving these past fe w years. There is a voice that the Academy is
beginning to find and a place in a changing society for which it is searching.
With the use of listservs, the Academy has developed new and efficient ways to communicate to its membership.
These have also all owed members to respond to the vari ous communi cations received. The addition of the
"Evolve" listserv has provided a mechani sm fo r interested members to be kept abreast of the varied attacks on science, through evo lution, whi ch are occ urring th roughout o ur society. Through thi s medium , complacency abo ut
thi s issue is reduced and alertness increased. The office has been able to assist members within the state confro nt
anti evolution fo rces as they seek to subvert the teaching of science in our public schools. Thi s, coupl ed with the
Academy's enlightened statement on teaching evo lution in the public sc hools, may be pl ay ing a major ro le in
reducing the interest of the creati on-science/ID move ment fro m an all out assault in our state.
A recent Scienti fic Ameri can arti cle doc uments the success of creati oni sts (by whatever name) in persuading states
to alter state educati o n standards despite being a fa irl y small minority.
Your input is soli cited as we attempt to enl arge the voice of the Academy in speaking fo r science in a society that
has beco me less interested in the ro le of science in societal advance. We are also interested in how members view
the Academy's ability to more effecti ve ly meet their needs in the near and di stant futu re.
Please contempl ate these iss ues and share your tho ughts and concern s with the Board of Directors. Your comments will be collected and taken before the Board at its April meeting, whi ch precedes the Annual Meeting.
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Ongoing - Evolution and the Academy
Las t year, the Academy o ffice contacted the E cumenical Ministries of Iowa in D es Moines as king to establish a dialogue on the interaction o f science and faith with a goal to establish a statem ent indicating that science and religion are able to coexist in our modern society. Our first meeting was held at UN I on
September 6, 2001 with representatives from the American Baptist Church; Presbyterian Church, USA;
Lutheran Church, E LCA; and th e Church of the Brethren. Ms. Sarai Beck, Executive Director of the EMI
and the Academy's Executive Director were participants as well.
The first meeting was exploratory and resulted in a lively and interesting discussion with considerable agreement on the iss ues and their ultimate resolution. Two meetings have followed in which it has been agreed to
develop a brochure, or som e similar format in which to jointly publish a document to be used with the general public, schools, churches, and the legislature.
The primary thrust o f the document is that scholars on both "sides" of the issue find no necessary conflict
between faith and science. It will enforce the idea that religious writings are not meant to be used to provide
anything more than a religious foundation for our understandings o f the nature and purpose o f the natural
world. Further, the document will state that science is limited to providing knowledge o f the mechanisms
by which we understand the operation o f the universe and all it contains.

Mailing Error
As many members know, a serious error was made in mailing out the North American Prairie
Conference Proceedings. This publication, which is unrelated to the Iowa Academy of Science, was
printed by the same printer as is used by the Academy; Allen Press in Lawrence, Kansas. Through
an error at the printers, the Academy mailing list was used by Allen Press resulting in all Academy
members receiving the NAPC Proceedings. This also included 500 copies going to Parks Library at
Iowa State University who have handled our extra copies for a number of years.
As soon as the Academy office became aware of the error, we began to search for ways to help rectify it. Contacts were made with both our JIAS editor, Dr. Neil Bernstein, and the Proceedings contact person, Carol Schutte, to determine what could be done. The problem has been exacerbated by
the fact that extra copies were printed in order to sell them to non participant, interested persons.
We have been working closely with Carol Schutte and with Allen Press to recover those Proceedings
which went to non participants who are Academy members. Other Academy members, who were
participants, will not be contacted personally. It is hoped that those who, in error, received the
Proceedings will contact Carol Schutte so she can send an addressed mailing folder for the return of
those not wanted. If it is desired to keep the publication, Carol will be pleased to receive a check
for $15 in payment. Please address the check to NIACC-NAPC. Her address is:
Carol W. Schutte
North Iowa Area Community College
500 College Drive
Mason City, IA 50401
She can be reached by telephone at 641-422-4115 and by email at schutca:r@niacc.edu
Allen Press is working to facilitate the correction of their error and will be paying for all costs
incurred including those of both Carol and by the Academy.
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Gifts Received
The following is a listing of those who have provided support for the Academy through gifts. These gifts provide
for the endowment and ongoing activities of the Academy, according to the wishes of the givers. The support of
members in this manner, provides evidence to outside supporters of the support of membership.

Iowa Junior Academy of Science:
Frank Starr
$20,000
Science Endowment Fund: ($1000 or more)
Abe Epstein
Cherin Lee
Wayne Anderson
James Christiansen
Donald Duvick
Pat Finnerty
Lynn Brant
Gene Lucas
Charisse Buising
George Burnet
Jay Kopp
Bonita Glatz
(250 or more)
Tom Ervin
Bonita Glatz

Donald Duvick
Anonymous

Benchmark Fund: ($1000 or more)
Ruth Swensen
Donald Huffman
Donald Duvick
Ross Iverson
Dave Mccalley
Edwin Wenberg
George Burnet
Abe Epstein
($500 or more)
Robert Yager
Paul Waite

Laverne & Lenore Durkee
Donald Duvick

($250 or more)
Paul Waite
Jonathan Andelson

Jack Robertson

($100 or more)
Jean Prior
Michael Williams
John Hamilton
Howard Lenhoff
Roger Landers Jr.

Edward Braun
Byrle Packer
John Wozniak
James Hedges

(under $100)
Alan Orr
George Marzeck
Otto Knauth
G. Henry Veldhuis

John Black
Richard Worm
William Reese
G. Edgar Folk

General Fund: ($100 or more)
John Patterson
Edward Baumann
Thomas Loynachan
Karl Gschneider, Jr.
Charles Martinson
A.W. Guzick
Aaron Spurr
Lee Liu
Lee Friell
Harold McNabb
H.W. Guzick
($50 or more)
James Berquam
Howard Lyon
Paul Bartelt
Neil Bernstein
(under $50)
Verona Burton
M. Darrell Schultz
Connie Mutel
Brenda Molano Flores
William Forsee
Nick Stoynoff
Jeff Hepburn
Diane Robertson
Pat Finnerty
Gilbert Hewett
William Desmarais
Laverne & Lenore Durkee

G. Edward Folk
William Desmarais
Paul Pistek

Christine Rohret
Lawrence Hutzell
Theodore Smith
Todd Hill
Patricia Gingrich
Gary Donnermeyer
John Zietlow
Marvin Peterson
Elwood Martin
John Pesek
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Consider a Gift in Support of the Academy
As mentioned in previous Bulletins, the Academy has established two major funds for receiving monetary gifts: the Science Endowment Fund and the Benchmark Fund. The Science Endowment Fund has been established
as an endowment for the future of the Academy. Gifts of $1000, or more, may be designated for this fund. Those
who provide a gift to the Science Endowment Fund will have dues forgiven , however, this is not a life membership. Dues will be drawn from fund earnings throughout the life of membership. As it grows, this endowment provides long term support for the Academy.
: The Benchmark Fund has been developed as a source of seed money to be used in seeking individual and corporate gifts. Any donation to the Academy may be designated to be placed in the Benchmark Fund or to be used
in the general budget of the Academy. Benchmark Funds are placed in an investment with an attached money
management account. As required , money easily may be shifted from the investment into the money management account and checks written to cover Finance Committee efforts in Fund Raising.
The two funds illustrate IAS membership support as corporations and individuals are approached for funding by
members of the Finance Committee, the Board, or other designated members. Consider a generous gift to the
Academy through one of these funds or through a specified gift as reported in another article in this issue of The
Bulletin. You may contact the office or any member of the Finance Committee to discuss this.

.-----------------------------------------------------------------·.
IAS PLEDGE OF GIFT
:
..
...
:.

j Please consider supporting the Iowa Academy of Science through a long term pledge.

:
:

A. Science Endowment Fund ($1000)
I pledge $1000 in increments of $250 each year for four years ending in 2005. It is understood
that I will receive notice of payment in lieu of the annual dues notice during this period.

...
(Name)

(Date)

.
..
.
...

B. Benchmark Fund ($1000)
I pledge $1000 in increments of $250 each year for four years ending in 2005. It is understood
that I will receive notice of payment in lieu of the annual dues notice during this period.

(Name)
C. I pledge $_ _ _ _ to provide endowment support for
marked area of IAS activity:
[ ] Speakers Endowment
[ ] Iowa Science Foundation
[ ] Journal of the Iowa Academy of Science

(Name)

(Date)
the Iowa Academy of Science in the following
[ ] Undergraduate Scholarships
[ ] Iowa Junior Academy of Science
[ ] Iowa Science Teachers Journal

(Date)

With the receipt of this signed form and the first installment of my pledge, I agree that I will continue to
support this pledge through dues notice arrival in 2005 .

(Signature)

(Date)

: Return this form and your gift to:
Iowa Academy of Science
175 Baker Hall
University of Northern Iowa
Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0508

...•....•....................•••••••......•••.......•••.......••.................•.........•••.......................................:
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IAS Board supports Iowa Primate Learning Sanctuary Concept
In a unanimous vote by the Iowa Academy of Science Board of Directors, the Iowa Primate
Learning Sanctuary was endorsed as an important scientific development for our state.
Planned for Des Moines, the Sanctuary is to be a not for profit foundation whose mission is to
"inspire a new ethic of conservation through research and educational programming of
mankind's earliest history." There are to be four areas of special focus for the Sanctuary:
Tools, Art, Language, and Agriculture. The founders state that the Sanctuary will "meaningfully
expand our knowledge of the development, culture, and communication of social beings with a
special emphasis on the great apes."
Plans call for the Iowa Primate Learning Sanctuary to act as host for research and educational
programming. The Sanctuary's unique focus and special facilities will offer teams of scientists
the rare opportunity to work in concert with both peers and independent researchers in related
fields.
Iowa's scientists and science educators, as well as members of the public, will gain much from
the presence of this new scientific facility in our state.
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